CABINET Housing, Health and Leisure Portfolio 
4 December 2007

Report of the Director of Housing, Health and Leisure

AIR QUALITY ACTION PLAN

1.
Purpose of report

To seek approval of an air quality action plan in accordance with the Council’s objective of enhancing our environment and the aim of taking action to enhance the environment for future generations.

2.
Background

The cabinet at its meeting on 6 December 2005 resolved to declare four air quality management areas (AQMAs) as it had been predicted that the annual mean nitrogen dioxide (NO2) concentrations in certain locations within the borough (along the M1 corridor) would not achieve the relevant air quality objective.

Further monitoring has been undertaken, and stakeholder consultations have been held, leading to the production of an action plan to try to ensure the air quality objectives are met. The publishing on an action plan is a statutory requirement and the document must be submitted to DEFRA.

3. 
Proposals

As the primary source of NO2 within the AQMAs is from vehicle emissions from motorway transport, the Council is limited as to what can be achieved. Apart from remaining in dialogue with the Highways Agency actions have been identified that would collectively contribute to an improvement in air quality. These are summarised in the appendix under the following headings;

· Direct actions to improve air quality within the AQMA’s (targeting the M1 motorway)

· Wider actions to reduce emissions from transport sources (local transport plan)

· Travel reduction through land use planning (local development framework)

· Reduction in pollution throughout the Council’s area

· Promotion of air quality issues

Modelling has predicted that NO2 levels will fall throughout the borough without any active intervention and the objective should be met in any event by 2010.

A copy of the action plan has been placed in the members’ room.

Recommendation 

The cabinet is asked to RESOLVE that the air quality action plan be approved. 

Background Papers

Nil

APPENDIX

Air Quality Action Plan Summary

Direct actions to improve air quality within the AQMAs (targeting the M1 motorway)

· Continue discussions with the Highways Agency to ensure the M1 widening does not have an adverse effect on residents in respect of pollution or noise.
Wider actions to reduce emissions from transport sources (Local Transport Plan)

· Support the County Council with its aim to achieve traffic reduction by improving the infrastructure needed to encourage sustainable travel and reduce unnecessary car use.

Travel reduction through land use Planning (Local Development Framework)

· The Council will continue to look for evidence that developers have taken appropriate steps to minimise any increases in air pollution regardless of their location.  This will include an assessment of the air quality implications where applicable.
· Detail the Council’s commitment to promote sustainable travel to all Broxtowe employees / councillors and visitors
Reduction in pollution throughout Council’s area

· Continue to proactively inspect prescribed Part A2 / B processes (Environmental Protection Act 1990 / Pollution Prevention and Control Act 1999)
· Investigate and take appropriate action to industrial and trade waste fires that produce dark / black smoke under The Clean Air Act 1993

· Investigate and take appropriate action to smoke nuisance under The Environmental Protection Act 1990
· Advise businesses and residents of alternative methods of waste disposal rather than burning
· Ensure appliances are only using authorised fuels and exempted fireplaces which comply within smoke control areas
Promotion of air quality issues

· Continually update the website with regards to air quality reports and information for members of the public.  
· Continue to meet and discuss air quality issues with the Nottinghamshire Air Quality Steering Group on a quarterly basis
· Provide free advice to members of the public and local businesses
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