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From: Catherine Townend

Sent: 26 June 2026 10:18

To: 'lan@localplanservices.co.uk' <ian@localplanservices.co.uk>

Cc: Daniel Law <daniel.law@aecom.com>; Kate Stephen
<Kate.Stephen@nationalhighways.co.uk>; Jessica Leung <Jessica.Leung@aecom.com>
Subject: National Highways response - Greater Nottingham Strategic Plan (GNSP) - EiP
Written Rep

Dear lan,
Please find attached National Highways response.
Kind regards

Catherine Townend

Spatial Planner

Midlands Operations Directorate — Nottinghamshire, Derbyshire, and North
Leicestershire

catherine.townend@nationalhighways.co.uk
Mobile: +44 (0) 7710 365579

Web: www.nationalhighways.co.uk

My working days are Monday to Thursday
Upcoming leave: 61— 17" July 2026

For information on working with National Highways on planning matters, please see the
below guidance:
https://nationalhighways.co.uk/media/imvluu5w/final-cre23_0370-nh-planning-
guide-2023.pdf
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26 June 2026
Dear lan,
Greater Nottingham Strategic Plan Examination (GNSP)

National Highways welcomes the opportunity to comment on the Matters, Issues and
Questions (MIQs) dated 21 May 2026 as part of the Greater Nottingham Strategic Plan
Examination. This letter identifies the Matters, Issues and Questions (MIQs) that are
directly relevant to the Strategic Road Network (SRN) and therefore require
consideration in the context of our statutory responsibilities. Past consultations on the
GNSP include supporting the progress of the strategic modelling transport evidence
base, and the production of the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU).

National Highways has been appointed by the Secretary of State for Transport as
strategic highway company under the provisions of the Infrastructure Act 2015 and is
the highway authority, traffic authority and street authority for the SRN. It is our role to
maintain the safe and efficient operation of the SRN whilst acting as a delivery partner
to national economic growth. The SRN is a critical national asset and as such we work
to ensure that it operates and is managed in the public interest, both in respect of
current activities and needs as well as in providing effective stewardship of its long-
term operation and integrity.

In relation to the Greater Nottingham Strategic Plan, National Highways’ principal
interest is in safeguarding the operation of the M1, A52 and A453 which route through
the Greater Nottingham area.

National Highways has reviewed the transport modelling and supporting evidence
prepared for the Plan. We consider that the strategic modelling provides a reasonable
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basis for assessing cumulative impacts on the SRN. However, further clarification is
required in relation to background growth assumptions, the treatment of committed
developments, the inclusion of Road Investment Strategy (RIS) schemes within the
Reference Case, and the deliverability and timing of the proposed mitigation
measures. National Highways continues to work with the Councils to ensure that the
evidence base is sufficiently robust to demonstrate that SRN impacts can be mitigated
effectively.

While National Highways is actively engaging with the Councils on the SRN impacts,
we await clarity regarding the deliverability and funding of the proposed mitigation
schemes, which is expected to be outlined in the GNSP’s Infrastructure Delivery Plan
(IDP). Where the IDP identifies National Highways as the delivery body, this cannot
be agreed unless the scheme is included within the current or emerging RIS. For
schemes not currently within our RIS programme, National Highways should instead
be identified as a supporting stakeholder, with delivery dependent on developer-led
schemes, local authority-led delivery, or future RIS consideration. National Highways
emphasises that RIS funding cannot be assumed unless formally committed.

MIQ Q67 specifically queried the capacity of M1 Junction 24 and its implications for
the phasing and delivery of strategic allocations. National Highways notes that M1
Junction 24 is a known constraint and that further work is required to confirm the scale
of mitigation needed. Funding and delivery mechanisms must be clearly identified to
ensure that development can proceed without causing unacceptable impacts on the
SRN.

National Highways expects that where development impacts the SRN, proportionate
and timely mitigation will be secured through appropriate mechanisms such as a
Section 278. It should be noted that National Highways is not able to accept S106
contributions and could not be the delivery body for schemes secured through this
mechanism. We may however be supportive of schemes on our network to be
delivered by other bodies using S106 contributions, for instance the local highway
authority.

Early engagement is essential to ensure that mitigation is deliverable and aligned with
development phasing. National Highways’ position is that viability considerations
should not compromise the delivery of essential SRN mitigation.

As advised following review of the strategic modelling transport evidence base, the
Plan must provide clarity on SRN modelling assumptions and mitigation, ensure that
the IDP reflects RIS constraints, demonstrate that SRN impacts can be mitigated in a
deliverable and fundable manner, and provide robust evidence for logistics and
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strategic allocations. National Highways would like to reserve the right to provide
further representations at the Examination should these matters remain outstanding,
although we are unavailable for the transport hearing session scheduled for 16 July.

Subject to the resolution of the matters identified in this letter, National Highways
considers that the Plan can be found sound.

Notwithstanding this, we note an infrastructure proposal to serve the Toton &
Chetwynd Barracks allocations within the Broxtowe Borough area via a new junction
onto the A52 trunk road. The A52 serves as a major strategic link for long distance
trips into Nottingham via the M1. The A52 between the M1 and Nottingham is already
congested due to high strategic demands, as well as serving its secondary purpose
as a local commuter link road connecting the west of Nottingham area with the wider
city. The provision of an additional junction onto the A52 will accommodate increased
traffic flows onto a severely strained strategic link.

It should be noted that any proposal to deliver a new junction on the SRN will require
a Strategic Business Case demonstrating the need, impacts, benefits, and evidencing
that the growth aspirations cannot be accommodated via upgrade to the existing
junctions on the network. Decision to grant or refuse permission will not be made by
National Highways, but by the Department for Transport (DfT) and there is no
guarantee that the provision of this new junction will be approved.

National Highways however remains committed to working collaboratively with the
Greater Nottingham authorities to ensure that planned growth is supported by a safe,
reliable and resilient SRN. We welcome continued engagement as the Plan
progresses toward Examination.

In the meantime, if you have any questions or comments then please do not hesitate
to contact me on the details provided, and through our email address
PlanningM@nationalhighways.co.uk

Yours sincerely,
Cathenins. Toumand,

Catherine Townend
Spatial Planner

Email: catherine.townend@nationalhighways.co.uk
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